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Histogram

Histograms are a common type of plot for displaying the
distribution a numerical variable.

The x axis, representing the numerical variable, is divided into
bins of equal width, and the height of each bar represents the
number of units in that bin.

Histogram of the age variable in the ‘senate 113‘ dataset.
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A word on the dataset

In this class, we will be using a data set called ‘senate 113‘ with
information about the senators in the 113th US Senate (this is
the senate that came into session in January 2013).

The ‘senate 113‘ data set is from the fivethirtyeight package.
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Senate 113

Poll question

Based on this histogram, how many senators were aged between
40 and 50?

a 1

b 7

c 14
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Describing the shapes

When I look at a histogram, I’m evaluating three characteristics
of the plot:

1. mode

2. skewness

3. gaps or outliers
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(1) mode

A mode is a local peak in the distribution.
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(2) skewness

If a distribution is skewed, it’s skewed towards the tail.
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(3) outliers or gaps

An outlier is a data value that “doesn’t fit” with the rest of the
data.
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Connect summary statistics with plots

Median is the center of a histogram. Half of the data are less
than the median and half are greater than the median.
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Measures of Dispersion

There are three common measures of the spread of a
distribution (how “wide” is it?):

1. The inter-quartile range (IQR):

IQR = Q3 - Q1 = 75th percentile - 25th percentile

The IQR is the width of an interval covering the middle half
of the data.
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Terminology

1. The 75th percentile (the number such that 75% of the data
are less than that value, and 25% are greater than that
value). Also called the third quartile.

2. The 25th percentile (the number such that 25% of the data
are less than that value, and 75% are greater than that
value). Also called the first quartile.
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5-Number Summaries

1. The maximum: the largest value in the data set

2. The 75th percentile (the number such that 75% of the data
are less than that value, and 25% are greater than that
value). Also called the third quartile.

3. The median (the number such that half of the data are less
than that value and half are greater than that value)

4. The 25th percentile (the number such that 25% of the data
are less than that value, and 75% are greater than that
value). Also called the first quartile.

5. The minimum: the smallest value in the data set

11



Boxplot
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Boxplot
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Interpreting box plot

Poll question

Which party had the highest median age?

a Democrat
b Republican
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Interpreting box plot

Poll question

The youngest member of the senate belonged to which party?

a Democrat
b Republican
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Interpreting box plot

Poll question

75% of Republican senators were younger than what age?

a 55
b 70
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Interpreting box plot

Poll question

How wide of an interval would you need to cover the ages of the
middle half of Democratic senators?

a 10
b 40
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Summary of main ideas

1. Histogram

2. Center and Spread

3. Boxplot and 5-Number Summaries

18


	Numerical variables
	Today: Visualizing the distribution of a numerical variable
	Main ideas
	Histogram
	Center and Spread
	Boxplot and 5-Number Summaries

	Summary

